This information packet provides an overview of learning disabilities. Information includes the following: (1) the definition of learning disability; (2) incidence of learning disabilities; (3) criteria used to decide whether a person has a learning disability; (4) common causes of learning disabilities; (5) the importance of early identification; (6) signs that a child has a learning disability; (7) what actions parents and professionals should take when a child is having difficulty in schools; (8) how an evaluation for special education services can be arranged; (9) common words associated with learning disabilities; and (10) an overview of the legal rights of children and youth who have a learning disability. A checklist of common warning signs of learning disabilities is provided and includes difficulties with organization, physical coordination, spoken or written language, attention and concentration, memory, and social behavior. A chart outlines some of the first signs of trouble in these areas in preschool, lower grades, middle grades, and upper grades. The booklet also describes the types of placements and services that are available to students in need of special education assistance. (CR) Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original document.
The facts about learning disabilities
What is a learning disability?
Learning disabilities are neurological disorders that interfere with a person's ability to store, process, or produce information, and create a "gap" between one's ability and performance. Individuals with learning disabilities are generally of average or above average intelligence.
Learning disabilities can affect one's ability to read, write, speak, or compute math, and can impede social skills. Learning disabilities can affect one or more areas of development.
Individuals with learning disabilities can have marked difficulties on certain types of tasks while excelling at others.
According to the U.S. Department of Education, more than 1 in 6 children (17.5%) will encounter a problem learning to read during the first three years in school. What criteria are used to decide whether or not a person has a learning disability?
Professionals, through interviews, observation and multi-disciplinary assessment, determine if an individual meets the following criteria for having a learning disability:
Has an average or above average intelligence.
Exhibits unexpected discrepancy between potential and actual achievement. Learning disabilities may be caused by illness or injury during or before birth. Learning disabilities 5 NC 2 LD may also be caused by the use of drugs and alcohol during pregnancy, RH incompatibility with the mother (if untreated), premature or prolonged labor, lack of oxygen or low weight at birth.
INCIDENTS AFTER BIRTH. Head injuries, nutri-
tional deprivation, poisonous substances, (e.g., lead) and child abuse can contribute to learning disabilities.
Often there does not appear to be a specific cause for learning disabilities. Parents need not feel guilty or wonder how learning disabilities could have been prevented.
Why is it important to identify learning disabilities as early as possible? A comprehensive educational evaluation should be arranged by the student's parents or guardians.
These evaluations can only take place with the written consent of the parent or guardian.
Evaluations are meant to help identify areas of relative strength and difficulty, and to help determine whether the student is eligible for specialized assistance in school.
How can an evaluation be arranged?
When parents and school personnel agree that an evaluation is warranted, the public school system must provide an evaluation to determine if a student is entitled to special education services. Auditory Discrimination is a key component of efficient language use, and is necessary to "break the code" for reading; it involves being able to perceive the differences between speech sounds, and to sequence these sounds into meaningful words.
Visual Perception is critical to the reading and writing processes as it addresses the ability to notice important details and assign meaning to what is seen.
Attention Deficit (Hyperactivity) Disorder (ADD/AMID) may co-occur with learning disabilities (incidence estimates vary); features can include: marked over-activity, distractibility and/or impulsivity which in turn can interfere with an individual's availability to benefit from instruction.
Legal rights: an overview
Why should parents understand the rights of children and youth who have a learning disability?
Parents are the most effective advocates for children, and knowledge of both entitlements and due process procedures will help them to obtain appropriate services.
The law provides specific legal safeguards for your child.
Over the past two decades, Federal legislation has been enacted to protect the rights of Examine all of your child's.records.
Receive copies of evaluation results and have them explained in language that is easily understood. You may request an independent evaluation at public expense if you disagree with the school's evaluation. However, be sure to check with your school district regarding policies for reimbursement; also be sure to clarify how independent data are considered in the evaluation process.
Have the school evaluation team consider all independent evaluation findings when determining your child's educational needs.
A complete re-evaluation every three years or, more frequently, if needed.
SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES:
If your child is found to be eligible for Special Education services, you have the right to...
Have your child receive special education services (and related services) at public expense. (These services are funded completely by State Education dollars; private insurance coverage should not be considered by the school district when planning for educational services.)
Have an Individualized Educational Program (IEP) in effect within thirty school days of the date when eligibility for services was determined.
Participate in all meetings regarding the development, revision, and review of the IEP. You also have the right to have meetings scheduled at times which are mutually convenient for you and school personnel.
Have an advocate or someone of your choice accompany you to IEP meetings.
Have an interpreter present at the meetings if you are hearing impaired or if your native language is other than English.
Receive a copy of your child's IEP.
Withhold consent to a proposed placement or program.
Have your child receive services that are educationally appropriate, and that are delivered in the least restrictive environment.
Request a re-evaluation if you feel that your child's educational needs have changed.
Be informed of your child's ongoing progress.
Additional rights and safeguards are provided to insure that all children with special education needs receive appropriate services and supports. Using tape recorders, computer-assisted instruction, and audio-visual equipment;
Modifying textbooks and workbooks;
Modifying homework assignments.
Adults with disabilities are also guaranteed reasonable accommodations through the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including job modifications, changes in the physical environment, and access to specialized equipment.
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